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BLAST FROM THE PAST Alumni News

Carol Reyes — A Culinary Star on the Rise

Fundacién de Becas para
Hoteleria y Turismo

Carol Reyes' interest in the culinary arts began early with her family’s love of cooking.
From the time she was sixteen, Carol had already decided on a culinary career. Upon
graduation from high school, she pursued a certificate program in culinary arts at
the Universidad del Este and worked with renowned chef Wilo Benet at Pikayo. She
then had an opportunity to work with Augusto Schreiner at Augusto’s Cuisine, where | &
she stayed for five months before entering the Bachelor’s degree program in culinary | g
arts at the Culinary Institute of America. Augusto continued to be her mentor |
throughout her four years of study at the CIA and she worked with him during her
vacations from school.

With a scholarship from the Scholarship Foundation, Carol Reyes graduated from the Culinary Institute of
America in September 2006 with high honors. While a student, Carol did her externship at Daniel Boulud’s
DB Bistro Moderne in midtown Manhattan. She so impressed the chef that she was invited to stay on
permanently but she elected to finish her Bachelor’s degree at the Culinary Institute of America.

When Carol returned to the island, she began work as a sous chef with Chef Christian Darcoli at Cru in Isla
Verde, where she remained for one year. She had a great experience working with menu development and
execution. In December 0f 2007, Carol accepted a position as one of the chefs in the Compostela’s new Bodegas
Compostela y Tapas, under the tutelage of Chef José Rey. Her major area of responsibility at Compostela is
garde manger. Compostela’s Chef José prepares everything from “scratch” and quality is foremost in his kitchen.

In addition to her chef responsibilities, Carol also teaches culinary arts in the continuing education program
at the University of Puerto Rico, Carolina
campus. In May 2007, Carol had an opportunity
to teach a month-long class in culinary arts at
the UPR to a group of students from Universidad
Rafael Landivar in Guatemala City. It was an
unforgettable experience for her.

Carol’s wish for the future is that more chefs
from Puerto Rico will take advantage of the
culinary scholarships offered by the Foundation
and that we will continue to see Puerto Rico at
the forefront of the culinary arts in the
Caribbean.
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News from the Board of Directors

NEW ALUMNI REP ON BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Board of Directors

He is currently a full professor at the Hotel and Restaurant Administration
Department of the University of Puerto Rico, Carolina campus. Luis also
serves as UPR coordinator for the Accreditation Commission for Programs
in Hospitality Administration. At the same time we welcome Luis to our
Board, we also want to thank Juan Irizarry for his service to our Board as the
first Alumni Representative. Juan is the Catering Sales Manager at

The Ritz-Carlton, San Juan Hotel, Spa & Casino.

The Scholarship Foundation was the recipient of
funds raised through three different fundraising
events this spring. All were exciting and fun and we
appreciate the efforts that went into making each
one such a success.

The “2do Pabellon Internacional del Vino” hosted
byV. Sudrez & Company was on Sunday, April 20th
at the Puerto Rico Convention Center. With close to
100 wineries present from all over the world, we
were treated to a wonderful afternoon of wine

tasting, delicious food, camaraderie and all for a
good cause. On Monday, June 9th, the Caribe Hilton
Hotel hosted the 5th “Doce Chefs...Seis Vinos...Una
Cena” gala. Celebrity chefs Ariel Rodriguez, Franco
Seccarelli, Dominick Wirz, David Chaymol, Trent
Eichler, Jests Ramiro, Mark French, Aaron Wratten,
Peter Schintler, Daniel Vasse, Juan Pefia, and of
course, the Hilton's star, Mario Ferro, treated us to
a culinary extravaganza. Ballester Hermanos

provided delicious wines for all of the six course
menu. Arquetipo transformed the Hilton ballroom

The Board of Directors of the Scholarship
Foundation for Hotel & Tourism Studies is pleased
to announce that Luis Rodriguez is the new Alumni
Representative on the Board. Luis earned a Master’s
degree in hotel administration from Florida
International University in 2006.

Luis Rodriguez and Jim Finn

with their “Fire and Ice” décor. The Puerto Rico
Philharmonic Orchestra, under the baton of
Francisco Figueroa, entertained us with a variety of
musical selections.

The 15th Luis Torregrosa Intercasino Golf
Tournament raised a record $100,000 for
scholarships this year. Held at the Trump
International Golf Course in Coco Beach on Monday,
June 23rd, a grand time was had by all despite some
rain, and the two golf courses challenged over 170
participating golfers from the casino industry. We're
very grateful to Carl Kortum, Luis Torregrosa, Gil
Torres and the rest of the Organizing Committee for

putting together such a spectacular event. Thanks
to the commitment of Title Sponsor, AC Coin, and
Platinum Sponsors, Puerto Rico Tourism Company,
Bally, Casino del Sol, HI Development, Four Points
Caguas Real and Palmas del Mar, the Luis Torregrosa
Intercasino Golf Tournament has become one of
the premier golf tournaments in Puerto Rico.
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Jesmarie Ramirez

Larry Sweeney, Christian Rivera,
Sharon Colén, Omar Pagdn
and Dr. José Santana

Rubén Estrada, Arnold Benus,
José Sudrez and Javier Santos
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News from the Executive Administrator

Jesmarie Ramirez graduated with a Master’s degree in Hotel Administration from
Florida International University in May 2008. She received scholarship assistance,
including tuition and a monthly stipend for her two years of study. Jesmarie will spend
one year as a supervisor in the food and beverage department at the elegant
Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Miami, honing her management skills before returning
to Puerto Rico.

Plaza Cellars once again hosted the Annual Alumni Cocktail on February 25th in the
cellar at Plaza Provision Company. Present were many members of the Foundation’s
Board of Directors, along with alumni from all areas of the hospitality industry.
A wonderful selection of delicious foods was provided by the culinary arts students
from the Universidad del Este, under the supervision of Alicia Rivera. Omar Pagédn,
who contributes to the Foundation in many ways, is the Dean of the School of
International Tourism & Hospitality Management at the Universidad del Este and a
former scholarship recipient. Thank you, Omar, for all of your help! Wine was chosen
by Plaza Cellar’s Michael Mateo, who took the opportunity to address the Scholarship
Foundation alumni about the various wines that were selected. We all thoroughly
enjoyed the evening. Former scholarship recipient Chef Enrique Pifieiro from
“Operacion Chef” fame is about to launch a new line of food products under his own
label. We wish him success. Javier Santos has begun his own catering company named
Gustos in Humacao. Javier is a Johnson & Wales culinary arts alumnus.

With the help of Tere Escanddn of the Puerto Rico Hotel & Tourism Association, a press conference was held on Monday,
June 16th, to announce the upcoming Luis Torregrosa Intercasino Golf Tournament benefiting the Scholarship Foundation.
Lending their support to this important fund raising event were former scholarship recipients, José “Peco” Sudrez,
Managing Director at La Concha Resort; Suhairy Rodriguez, Casino Comptroller at Embassy Suites, Isla Verde; Carol
Reyes, chef at Bodega Compostela y Tapas; and Luis Rodriguez, Professor at the Hotel & Restaurant Department at the
University of Puerto Rico, Carolina campus. I thank all of them for their backing. The press conference was a success,
with coverage in The San Juan Star, TV channels, Radio WKAQ in “Tus Noticias”, in “CaribbeanNewsDigital.com” and

in “PrimeraHora.com”.

We are proud of the many accomplishments of our scholarship recipients and wish them all continued success!




